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Abstract

The following research is a quick evaluation of this latest edition of
the book Al-Buldan, by the geographer Ibn Al-Faqih Al-Hamadhani,
based on the manuscript from the Razavi Library, edited by Dr Suhair
al-Haddad. This new publication comes more than 20 years after the
publication of the first edition also based on the Razavi manuscript
copy, and 126 years after the publication of its abridged version
issued by De Goeje in 1882. Hence, we delve into reviewing the new
publication to find out the differences from the old work, especially
since its editor has titled it (A Critical Publication).

The writer notes that this edition’s work on the manuscript cannot
be titled as "manuscript editing". This is because the manuscript should
not have been published before, whereas this manuscript had been
printed twice: once in an abridged form, and another time when the
second complete half of the Razavi Library manuscript was printed.

The writer of the article was able to identify dozens of instances in
Dr Al-Haddad’s work in which she commits serious scientific errors.
This includes her repeated errors when mentioning the biographies of
the notables mentioned in the book, as she mistakes those intended in
the book's text with others. Also, she commits geographical mistakes
when describing places and mistakes in defining words, despite her
reliance on dictionaries and glossaries.

When viewing the indexes that she organised for the book, we find
that she was inaccurate when referring to most of the pages. She did
not follow the proper sequence of letters, leading to confusion for
those searching for the name of a person or place in those indexes
that should have been informative and not misleading. In addition,
she fails to index dozens of names of people and places mentioned in
the book.
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