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Abstract

The book (Magsad al-Raghib fi Fadail Ali bin Abi Talib) has been
and continues to be, the subject of interest among Shia scholars and a
reference for them since the eleventh century (H). This goes back to
the unique issues it consists of and the citation of old and lost sources.
Most scholars attribute this work to Al-Hussein bin Muhammad bin
Al-Hasan, one of the scholars of the fifth century (H).

After introducing the book and its unique manuscript copy, which

specializes in narrating the virtues of Ahl al-Bayt (a.s), we address
the reason for incorrectly attributing the book to someone other than
its author, and then we will mention the restoration process that was
carried out on the first sheet of the manuscript copy to separate two
bonded papers.

Through this paper, we discover information related to the author’s
father, which paved the way to knowing his identity. The study of
the sources of Islamic biographies and the clues found in the copy
and the text of the work, led to knowing the author, who is “Khalil
bin Al-Hussein Al-Mawsili,” who lived in the seventh century (H) in
Mosul and Erbil. It turns out that the full title of the book is: “The
Destination for Desiring Seekers of the Virtues of Imam Ali bin Abi
Talib and His Family; The Stars of the Sky, the Lamps in Darkness,
and the Ships of Salvation, Peace and Blessings Be Upon Them.

This research opens a new door for studies of the history of the
Shias in Mosul in the seventh century (H).

Keywords: Ali bin Abi Talib (peace be upon him), History of Ahl
al-Bayt (a.s), narrative texts in the seventh century (H), Bibliography
of Manuscripts.
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