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Abstract

In this paper, we research the term (Al-Nawadir) and its usage in
the book (Al-Kafi), complied by Sheikh Muhammad bin Yaqoub Al-
Kulayni (d. 329 AH). The results and conclusions here determine the
manner of dealing with hundreds of narrations available in this noble
book.

Some claim that the narrations mentioned in the chapters titled
“Al-Nawadir” are not reliable due to a flaw in its text or its chain of
transmission. We investigated the validity of this claim by presenting
a linguistic and etymological study on the meaning of (Al-Nawadir).
After putting forward the word’s meaning in the Arabic language -
which is lost or unfamiliar - we deal with the word’s usage in Hadith
terminology, as it may be used to describe books which are not put
into chapters, chapters which consist of miscellaneous narrations that
do not have a specific title they all go under unlike the chapters that
precede it, and lastly, it may describe a single hadith.

In the research, we take an inductive approach by studying the
books of the scholars of hadith in general, and the book of Sheikh
Al-Kulayni in particular. We did not find any abnormal narration in
Al-Kafi under every chapter titled (Nawadir), neither in the text nor
in the chain. Rather, these narrations are reliable and are consistent
with our Hadith heritage. Anyhow, the main aim of this study is to
determine what Sheikh Al-Kulayni means when he uses the term.

Keywords: Hadith - Al-Nawadir - Nadir - Abnormal - Al-Kafi -Al-
Kulayni
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