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Abstract

The Portuguese, after their conquest of the Arabian Gulf at the
beginning of the 16th century, were interested in Basra, which it was
the most important point for trade in southern Iraq since ancient
times, and an important meeting point for the overland caravan’s
trade between the Mediterranean and the Gulf.

At the that time; Basra had a great trade movement with India.
In addition, Basra acquired its independence away from the control
of Hormuz due that Hormuz was unable to extend its influence to

southern Iraq.

The goods that were imported to the Gulf and Hormuz, and then
to Basra; includes all kinds of oriental spices. At the end of the fifth
decade of the 16th century, the trade that imported and exported
from Basra; were included in the annual trade income of Hormuz as
an important account. Including the horse trade, which came directly
after the pearl trade. The Portuguese tried early to obtain a portion
of Basra's port trade revenues. Therefore, they tried several times to
reach and occupy this port, but they failed.

This paper focus on the commercial aspect of southern Iraq (Basra),
based on Portuguese documents. Through its economic relations with
the Arabian Gulf, and other countries in the Indian Ocean, during the
Portuguese period, between 16th and 17th centuries.
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(1) The Commentaries of the Great Afonso Da Albuquerque, trans. and ed. W. de Gray
Birch (London, 1875), Vol. I, p. 83

(2) The Travels of Ludovico di Varthema, trans. John Winter Jones (New York, 1863), pp.
93-94; The Travels of Pedro Teixeira, trans. W. E Sinclair (Nendeln/Liechstenstein,
1967), pp.155-158; Aubin, J., ‘Le Royaume d'Ormuz Au Début du XVT Siécle, Mare
Luso-Indicum, Vol. II (Geneva, 1973), pp. 97-99.

(3) The Book of Duarte Barbosa, Vol. I, p. 75; Constable, C. G. and Stiffe, A. W., The Persian
Gulf Pilot (London, 1908), pp. 150-151.

(4) The Commentaries of the Great Afonso Da Albuquerque, Vol. I, pp. 83-84; Adamiyat, E,
Bahrein Islands (New York, 1955), p. 16

(5) Aubin, J., ‘Le Royaume d'Ormuz, Vol. II, pp. 104-121.
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(1) ANTT, Cart. Ormuz, pp. 34-35.

(2) ANTT, Cart. Ormuz, 2 Fabruary 1546 f. 50.
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(1) The Voyage of John Huyghen Van Linschoten to the East Indies, trans. A. C. Burnell,
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bon, 2000), p. 20
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(1) Aubin, J,, ‘Le Royaume d'Ormuz, p. 142; Godinho, V. M., Les finances de létat Portugais
des Indes Orientales (1517-1635) (Paris, 1982), p. 49.

(2) Tavernier, J. B., Travels in India, (London, 1889), Vol. I, pp. 23-24, 414; The Travels of
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